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1. PLAN PANEL REPLACEMENT BY YEAR-END 

Chetan Chauhan and Gaurav Chaudhury, Hindustan Times: 06.11.2014  
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A body of technocrats, industrialists, chief ministers and development experts will likely be set up by 

the year-end to serve as the government’s primary policy advisory council, replacing the planning 

commission. 

The multi-member think-tank would have sufficient state representation in line with Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi’s focus on “cooperative federalism” in long-term perspective planning, a source said. 

The new institution will likely be modelled on the lines of China’s National Development and Reform 

Commission (NDRC). 

In his Independence Day speech, Modi had announced the government’s intent to replace the 

planning commission with a new body, bringing the curtains down on the 64-year-old institution founded 

on the former Soviet Union’s command-style development model. The panel had in recent years come 

under increased scrutiny with experts questioning its role in a marketeconomy model where private 

enterprises are the primary growth engines. 

Under the new structure, the National Development Council, which was set up in 1952 and acts as 

the apex body for all development matters and centrestate relations, could undergo a change. 

The finance ministry will likely take the final call on annual gross budgetary support for various 

central schemes and the states’ annual plans, which till last year was decided by the plan panel.  ZoomBookmarkSharePrintListenTranslate 

THE CENTRE IS KEEN TO FILL THE BODY WITH EXPERTS FROM OUTSIDE THE GOVERNMENT, AND 

NOT BUREAUCRATS 

The new think-tank will be “truly” national with three to four expert members nominated by the 

Centre and the rest by the states. Its functions, however, will be limited to preparing a long-term plan 

for the country and recommending policy changes to the government to improve the outcome of the 

huge welfare expenditure. 

But, it will have some power to appraise the impact of government schemes and recommend 

remedial action to the ministries to improve outcome. 

The yet-to-be named panel will likely have a structure similar to China’s NDRC, which is responsible 

for collecting, processing, and providing economic information to other government departments and 

enterprises. It will have a secretariat in Yojana Bhawan under direct supervision of the prime minister’s 

office. 

The Centre is keen to fill the body with domain experts from outside the gover nment and not the 

bureaucrats who dominated the plan panel during the 10 years of the UPA. It wants a senior politician 

acceptable to most state governments to head the think- tank, sources said. 

The body will have specific terms of reference for its work and will be expected to conduct extensive 

research on both social and economic issues. These reports will be discussed at bigger platforms with 

the representation of all states to make national policy-making an inclusive process, a source said. 

Consultations with experts on perspective planning were held in September and some of their 

suggestions would find resonance in the final shape of the body. 
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2. A forgotten institution 

C Gopinath Nair,Business Standard:06.11.2014 
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This refers to the editorial “Ending child labour” (November 5). The employment of children below 

the age of 14 is caused by poverty of their parents and the cruelty and greed of employers who exploit 

the poor. They do not hesitate to engage kids in risky jobs beyond their capacity such as rat-hole mining 

mentioned in an earlier article by Namrata Acharya (“Grey laws woe for child labour”, October 20). The 

article also chronicles how our laws on the subject have proved inadequate to protect child exploitation. 

The condition of domestic help and the girl child is worse. 

While stringent laws and their honest implementation is helpful, the need is for employers to spare 

at least children from illegal employment. Child labour is a blot on our democracy and falsifies the notion 

that India is on its way to becoming a dominant economy. 

Y G Chouksey 

Pune Three cheers to him for calling a spade a spade and stating two home truths upfront: that the 

Congress high command was Mahatma Gandhi and that Jawaharlal Nehru survived in the pre1947 

Congress “probably wholly, and only, because of Gandhiji who liked him because he never, ever went 

against him”. 

When we achieved Independence, as everyone knows, Nehru became prime minister only because 

he was nominated as such by Gandhi, who had already declared Nehru as his “heir”. Inevitably, after 

Gandhi, Nehru became the high command — and after him, of course, the family. One wonders whether 

the term high command was used in the Congress before 1920. I suppose it would take some more 

generations before anyone even dreams of attempting an honest and critical history of the Congress. If 

at all, it will have to begin with what may be called the mother of all counterfactual questions of Indian 

history: what if Gandhi had chosen to remain in South Africa and not returned to India in January 1915? 

Sharadchandra Panse 

Pune This refers to the report “Battered and bruised, Planning Commission loses more of its teeth” 

(November 3). While it is true that a socialist era promoted the formation of heavy industry and in turn 

its feeder small-scale units, economic policies looked inward and did not focus on competition. Board 

meetings in public enterprises were held more as a matter of formality without suitable budgetary 

challenges for manufacturing and marketing. Agricultural yield was left to nature. Further, multiple 

bureaucratic channels with inter-ministerial clashes on decisions rendered the implementation of framed 

policies of the Planning Commission ineffective. Industry and agriculture survived on government 

subsidies and lacked the fruitful deployment of resources and enterprise. Infrastructure was restricted 

and growth was more localised. 

However, a modern economy demands market expansion to meet global challenges. Single window 

bureaucratic clearance will ensure the speedy movement of goods. Technological advancement and 

infrastructural development has helped promote private entrepreneurship with improvement in the 

quality of labour. Rapid market expansion by private enterprises coupled with more competition has 

reoriented the economic approach, rendering the Planning Commission to be an even more meaningless 

institution. 
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3. Lindiwe Nonceba Sisulu: We also own Mahatma Gandhi ji 

 

Written by Divya A Indian Express: November 6, 2014 2:12 pm | Updated: 

November 6, 2014 2:13 pm 

 

 

 

   

External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj shakes hands with Lindiwe Nonceba 

Sisulu, Minister for Human Settlement , South Africa during a meeting in 

New Delhi (Source: PTI) 

 

As her country marks 20 years of independence, Lindiwe Nonceba Sisulu – South 

Africa’s Minister of Human Settlements – makes her first-ever visit to India, to 

“express gratitude for India’s support in their freedom struggle”. Next year, South 

Africa will celebrate 100 years of Mahatma Gandhi’s historic journey from South 

Africa to India. Excerpts from an interview: 

 

There is a big ethnic Indian community in South Africa. What is their role in 

publiclifeandineconomy? 

Indians, or Asians for that matter, are entrepreneurial by nature. They contribute a 

lot to our economy. Many of them have been there for generations, and we don’t 

consider them as Indians or Asians. They are Africans, just like us. In the official 

population register though, we have to categorise our citizens as “Asians” or 

“Whites” or “Coloured”, but that’s for representational purposes. In fact, we are 

moving towards eliminating that. 

http://indianexpress.com/profile/author/divya-a/


Two decades after independence, what is the state of women in South African 

society? 
We have exceeded expectations in women’s representation within the country. In 

fact, now there is a law which ensures 50 per cent representation of women in every 

government community/institution. But having said that, patriarchy is still deep-

seated in our society. For example, when it comes to land holdings, women may 

have access to land but their ownership is very very limited. 

How does South Africa view its ties with India? 
India is our closest ally in Asia. Together, we are part of BRICS as well as IBSA. 

We have learnt a lot from India in terms of housing solutions. Recently, we have 

established a National Development Plan, modelled on India’s Planning 

Commission. Besides, there always the shared legacy of Mahatma Gandhi. Early 

next year, we are going to celebrate 100 years of his moving from South Africa to 

India, and his philosophy of passive resistance to oppression, in a big way. 

What are the celebrations going to be like? 
No finer details have been worked out as yet. In fact, since Mahatma Gandhi ji 

belongs to India as well as South Africa, I invite suggestions from the Indian 

government and citizens alike on how best to celebrate his legacy in an inclusive 

way. But we are going to invite the heads of Indian government here, and the Indian 

National Congress for the celebrations. Celebrating Gandhi is our way of telling 

the world that we also own Mahatma Gandhi ji. Even though India owns some of 

him, we own the better part of him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. Punjab diverting money meant for Dalit welfare 

Ruchika M Khanna, Tribune News Service Chandigarh, November 6 

Punjab, which has the largest population of Dalits in the country, has been diverting funds meant 

for the welfare of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes for other purposes. 

The state has failed to spend 33% of the total Scheduled Caste sub-plan outlay, according to a 

latest report submitted by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment. The report submitted 

in the Rajya Sabha recently has put Punjab almost at the bottom for poor implementation of the 

Scheduled Caste Sub Plan (SCSP). 

The report shows that though Punjab has a Dalit population of 31.9%, only 28.55% of the total 

plan outlay was reserved under SCSP in 2012-13. Of a total plan outlay of Rs 14,000 crore, the 

SCSP outlay was Rs 4,039 crore. As per the Planning Commission guidelines, the SCSP should 

have been Rs 4,466 crore. 

The SCSP aims at channelising funds for development of SCs in proportion to their share in total 

population. The data mentions that while Rs 427 crore has been denied to the Dalits in Punjab 

under this scheme, only 67% of what was actually reserved for Dalits was spent on their welfare. 

Of Rs 4,039 crore reserved under SCSP, the estimated expenditure is just Rs 2,725.65 crore. 

While over Rs 1,300 crore meant for SCs have remained unspent in 2012-13, the unutilised funds 

for SCs/ STs in 2011-12 were Rs 1,420.93 crore. Funds to the tune of Rs 1,172.23 crore and Rs 

759.33 crore had remained unspent in 2009-10 and 2010-11, respectively. 

Finance department sources say a proper Scheduled Castes Sub Plan has been made in this year’s 

budget and 32% of the plan outlay (equal to the SC population) has been kept aside for the SCSP. 

To ensure proper implementation of the SCSP, the Punjab State Commission for Scheduled Castes 

has asked the state government to enact a special sub plan Act.  



5. Will the new Congress bring economic renewal? 

Mohamed A El-Erian, Business Standard: November 6, 2014 Last Updated at 

21:46 IST 

The Republicans and Democrats have to be convinced that their interests will remain aligned, even 

while pursuing economic policies and objectives that are anathema to the other 

In their shellacking of the Democrats, Republicans did more than gain control of the Senate in 

yesterday's midterm elections. They also increased their majority in the House of Representatives 

to a level not seen for many decades, raising speculation that President Barack Obama may have 

no choice but to accommodate many Republican priorities in his remaining two years in office. 

Sensing this possibility, and linking it to the unleashing of greater economic dynamism, the stock 

market is reacting positively. Yet the relationships are far from straightforward. 

Undoubtedly, Americans are looking for more from Capitol Hill. Their historically low rating of 

a "do little" Congress is compounded by the feeling that political polarisation has undermined the 

country's effort to properly regain its economic composure after the 2008 global financial crisis. 

With Republicans in control of both houses, the markets hope the stage is set for a constructive 

cohabitation of a Republican Congress and a Democratic president, similar to what evolved under 

President Bill Clinton. The late 1990s are remembered for a number of important pro-growth 

legislative initiatives. 

There is certainly some low-hanging fruit that is ripe for bipartisan agreement, and that could be 

acted on quickly (such as free-trade agreements, immigration reform and the overhaul of corporate 

taxation). But two big things are required for this to translate into a phenomenon that would 

decisively improve the prospects for growth, jobs and prosperity. 

First, the two parties would need to be a lot less beholden to their political bases. This is particularly 

tricky for the Republicans, given that part (though far from all) of their success yesterday came 

from the re-emergence of the party's more extreme activist wing. Obama would also need to move 

to the right, and do so without threatening his achievements that are of great value to Democrats 

(particularly health care reform, the focus on the middle class and efforts to increase the minimum 

wage). 

The complication for both parties is that virtually all of the needed comprehensive economic 

policies involve some cost to someone in the short term. 

Second, the two parties have to be convinced (and trust, initially and over time) that their interests 

would remain aligned, even while pursuing objectives that are anathema to the other. In 

compromising with the president, Republicans would seek to convince voters that they can govern 

responsibly and get things done, as a means of increasing their chances of capturing the White 



House in 2016. For his part, Obama would be compromising to better secure his legacy, a strategy 

to increase the probability of another Democrat following him in the White House. 

It is possible that these two challenges will be overcome, but it is far from probable. More likely 

is a sequence that initially involves constructive comments from both sides and some bipartisan 

legislative progress, only to give way again to gridlock as the 2016 election gets closer, together 

with threats of politically inspired investigations and hearings.If this occurs, the impetus to the 

economy - while positive - would fall short of the Sputnik moment needed to unlock this country's 

considerable potential for economic lift-off. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6. India to lose over $4.58 trillion to non-communicable diseases 

The Economic Times: 05.11.2014 

 (The report said primary…) 

NEW DELHI: India stands to lose $4.58 trillion due to non-communicable diseases and mental 

disorders between 2012 and 2030, an amount more than double India's annual GDP, according to 

a report. 

Out of this, cardio vascular diseases (CVDs) will account for $2.17 trillion and mental health 

conditions $1.03 trillion for the majority of the economic loss, the report released by the World 

Economic Forum and the Harvard School of Public Health said. 

"As India's new government resets the course of the nation, this report shows that addressing this 

health burden must be central to the agenda," said Arnaud Bernaert, Senior Director of Global 

Health and Healthcare at the World Economic Forum here. 

The report, however, said primary prevention of NCDs with a focussed approach, if implemented, 

can reverse this trend with a return on investment of at least 15 per cent. 

The focus areas include screening, in the case of hypertension; vaccination, in the case of human 

papillomavirus (HPV]); and reduced tobacco use. 

An intervention to improve care for depressive and anxiety disorders through collaborative stepped 

care, which leverages an existing healthcare infrastructure and employed lay health counsellors to 

deliver care, also presents a promising approach to addressing common mental health conditions 

in India, the report said. 

"Business leaders and government feel this pressure, and continued focus and collaboration on 

NCD prevention and control will be worthwhile. As the report highlights, primary prevention of 

NCDs, built upon robust early screening and a strong healthcare infrastructure, can provide India 

with favourable returns on investment," Bernaert said. 

Commenting on the findings, David Bloom, Clarence James Gamble Professor of Economics and 

Demography at the Harvard School of Public Health said: "The global burden of NCDs is expected 

to increase due to two related demographic phenomena: global population growth and an 

increasing older population." 

"Unhealthy diets, physical inactivity, harmful use of alcohol and tobacco consumption also drive 

the development of NCDs. In India, this is no exception, and NCDs are a large and growing 

challenge for its continued development. But solutions are available to improve the prognosis, 

reduce costs and create a healthier population," Bloom added. 



The impetus for the report stems from 2014 data from the World Health Organization, which shows 

that an estimated 60 per cent of all deaths in India are due to non-communicable diseases (NCDs). 

It said the most prevalent NCDs are cardiovascular disease (cause of 26 per cent of deaths in India, 

2014), chronic respiratory disease (13 per cent), cancer (7 per cent) and diabetes (2 per cent). 

The report also said NCDs not only affect high-income economies but there would also be serious 

cost implications for middle-income countries if communicable disease prevention remains their 

only focus. 
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